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Exploring the Fascinating Ferment  

in the Formation of the Early Church 

 
 
 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

A reproduction of Rembrandt’s portrait of St. Paul hung at the end of faculty row 

during the years I was teaching at Vancouver School of Theology.  It was a daily 

reminder of the intriguing inspiration he found in his unfolding relationship with 

the Lord of all creation who began to transform his life in that Damascus Road 

encounter.   

Brentwood folks support each other in our faith formation primarily through 

worshiping together on a Sunday morning at 10:30am, in persona and online.  We 

also gather for bible study on Saturday mornings from 11am-12pm on Zoom.  We 

call ourselves The Shakla Vetarya Gathering.  The name comes from the Aramaic 

for “give and take in conversation.”  That’s the dynamic in our discussions, as we 

listen with respect for the wisdom being generated by the Spirit through the text 

under consideration.  The texts are those being pondered in worship the following 

Sunday.  The links for both our Sunday worshiping and our Saturday bible studies 

in any given week are always on our homepage at www.brentwoodpcc.com.   

http://www.brentwoodpcc.com/
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Forming, Storming, Norming, and Reforming 
Our Understanding and Practice of the Christian Faith 

 

As we move into the weeks following the Easter event in which the Spirit of life 

conquered the spirits of death, we will explore the fascinating ferment that arose 

as people in the first century of the Christian era worked out what it meant to live 

in their worlds seeing Jesus as their Lord.  That was the earliest of the Christian 

confessions or statements of faith – simply “Jesus is Lord.”   

 The records we have of those dynamics focus on the work of Paul, the 

appointed apostle to the Gentiles.  Luke wrote much about him the The Acts of 

the Apostles and many of the epistles now in the New Testament are written by or 

attributed to him.  Here’s how Wayne A. Meeks, professor of early Christian 

studies at Yale and author of The First Urban Christians: The Social World of the 

Apostle Paul (1983), introduced the Norton Critical Edition volume he edited, The 

Writings of St. Paul (1972): 

Among the scores of religious sects that offered eternal hope or present 
ecstasy to the diverse peoples of the Roman Empire in the middle of the first 
century, Christianity was not conspicuous. An impartial observer, asked 
which of these cults might someday become the official religion of the 
empire, even a world religion, would perhaps have chosen Mithraism.  He 
certainly would not have named the inconspicuous followers of a crucified 
Jew. The obscurity of the factors that would produce its incredible expansion 
makes the story of Christianity’s first three centuries one of the most baffling 
and fascinating chapters in the history of human civilization. Since the 
impartial observers of its beginnings provide no solution to the puzzle, we 
are forced to turn to its partisans, who were certain from the beginning that 
their ”gospel” — the “news” about the crucified and risen Christ — was the 
means by which God would “have mercy on all men [sic].” (p.viii) 
 

We’ve chosen some of the lectionary readings for Year A from Acts and the 
epistles, along with the Psalms for that Sunday.  In the pages that follow, we lay 
out the scripture passages, the hymns, the word or phrase to ponder, and the 
reflection theme.  Please note that the hymns might be changed. 
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There is a flow of organizational development that I propose we explore as we 
consider the complex dynamics taking place in formation of the early church.  It’s 
a variation on a model of organizational development proposed by Bruce Tuckman 
in 1965.   It has proved resilient in helping people navigate the complexities of 
growth in their organizations.  The original model was forming (gathering around 
a common purpose), storming (sorting out how best to serve the purpose), 
norming (establishing protocols for cooperating), performing (working together to 
achieve the purpose), and adjourning (completing the task and terminating the 
team).  The last stage was added in 1977 in consultation with a colleague, Mary 
Ann Jensen. 
 
My own improvisation on this model is as follows – forming (we are drawn into 
the work of the Commonwealth in a particular congregation of diverse people by 
the Holy Spirit), storming (we share with respect our different viewpoints on the 
work of our Creator in Jesus, their Christ, always open to reformulating them as 
led by the Spirit through the scriptures), norming (certain essential affirmations 
and posture emerge from our conversations that become a norm for our 
appropriation and practice of the faith), and reforming (both communally and 
individually, we accept changes as our understanding of what it means to be 
faithful, wise, and effective as ambassadors of Jesus, the Christ).   I don’t think the 
church ever “adjourns.”  It reformulates itself through the counsel of the Holy 
Spirit as it reflects deeply and widely on the norm of being ambassadors of our 
Creator’s forgiving and reconciling love – what Canadian Presbyterians consider to 
be the “great affirmation of the gospel.”   
 
Those are the dynamics we’ll explore as we consider what happened under the 
Holy Spirit’s counsel and guidance in those early days of composing the Christian 
church. 
 
Thanks for your interest in all of this.  We trust that the Spirit will be active in our 
considerations, inspiring and instructing us in our partnership with our Creator 
with and through Brentwood. 
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April 12, 2026 – Second Sunday of Easter 

 

Victoria Campbell reading 

Scriptures     Psalm 16 – Refrain #1 
Our name an everlasting name, our joy the joy of heav’n. 

                       
                        Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
 
 
Hymns     Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
 
                  #636 – When voices are confusing 
                  #505 – O Christ, the Word, incarnate 
                  #282 – Filled with the Spirit’s power 
 

 

Reflection Theme     Wonderful Counsellor 

           

 

Word to Ponder     Counsel  
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April 19, 2026 – Third Sunday of Easter 

Dialogue Sermon with Jim Smith  

 
Sherwin Xie reading 
 
Scriptures     Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 – Refrain #1 

I know that my Redeemer lives 
 

                        Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
 
 
Hymns          Opening Chorus         #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
 
                        #76 – I love the Lord 
                        #260 - Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord 
                        #258 - Thine be the glory 
 
 

Reflection Theme      Societal Repentance 

 

 

Word to Ponder       Repent 
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April 26, 2026 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

Ryan Clarke reading 
 
Scriptures        Psalm 23 – Refrain #1 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 
 
                          Acts 2:42-47 
 

 
Hymns        Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
 
                     #485 – Saviour, like a shepherd lead us 
                     #704 – Teach me, God, to wonder 
                     #410 – Joyful, joyful we adore you 
 

 

Reflection Theme       Glad and Generous Hearts 

 
 

Word to Ponder         Awe 
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May 3, 2026 – Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Celebrating Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table 

 
Lynn Dookie reading 
 
Scriptures           Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 – Refrain #1 

O let your heart take courage, all you who wait for God 
 

                              Acts 7:55-60 
 
 
Hymns        Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
 
                     —— - At my table 
                     #530 – I come with joy 
                     #555 – Worship the Lord 
 
 

Reflection Theme – The Dynmics of Forgiving 

 

 

Word to Ponder         Rescue 
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May 10, 2026 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

Victoria Campbell reading 
 
Scriptures          Psalm 66:8-20 – Refrain #1 

Lord of all, to you we raise this our sacrifice of praise 
 

                             Acts 17:22-31 
 

 
Hymns           Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                         
                        #39 – God of mercy, God of grace 
                        #488 – O God, in whom we live and move 
                        #289 – O mystery profound 
 
 
 

Reflection Theme       Kept Among the Living 

 

 

Word to Ponder         Living 
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May 17, 2026 – Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Dialogue with Rita Dickson about Being Black in Vancouver 

 
Sherwin Xie reading 
 
Scriptures            Psalm 68:1-10 – Refrain #1 

Sing praise to God who reigns above,  
the God of our salvation 

 
                               Acts 1:6-14 
 

 
Hymns                Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
 
                             #?? – ??? 
                             #??? – ??? 
                             #??? – ??? 
  

 

Dialogue Theme         ??? 

 

 

Word to Ponder       ??? 
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May 24, 2026 – Pentecost Sunday 

 

Ryan Clarke reading 
 
Scriptures            Psalm 104:24-35 – Refrain #1 

Send forth your Spirit, O Lord  
and renew all creation 

 
                               Acts 2:1-21 
 
 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
 
                           #70 – All things I see 
                           #281 – Wind who makes all winds to blow 
                           #284 – Revive your work, O Lord 
  
 

Reflection Theme          A Unifying Energy 

 

 

Word to Ponder             Spirit 
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May 31, 2026 – Trinity Sunday 

 

Victoria Campbell reading 
 
Scriptures            Psalm 8 – Refrain #1 

All your works shall praise your name  
in earth and sky and sea. 

 
                               2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
 
 
Hymns                    Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
 
                                 #5 – Lord, our Lord, your gracious name 
                                 #286 – Creator God, creating still 
                                 #299 – Holy, holy, holy   
 
 

Reflection Theme            A Traditional Benediction 

 

 

Word to Ponder            Glory 
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June 7, 2026 – Proper 5 

Celebrating Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table 

 
Lynn Dookie reading 
 
Scriptures         Psalm 33:1-12 – Refrain #1 

You are my hiding place,  
You shall from trouble keep me free. 

 
                            Romans 4:13-25 
 

 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                          —— - At my table 
                         #530 – I come with joy 
                         #555 – Worship the Lord 
 

 

Reflection Theme       Inheriting the Earth 

 

 

Word to Ponder        Chosen 
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June 14, 2026 – Proper 6 

 
Victoria Campbell reading 
 
Scriptures         Psalm 100 – Refrain #1 

All people that on earth do dwell,  
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice. 

 
                            Romans 5:1-8 
 

 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
 
                          #65 – All people that on earth do dwell 
                          #309 – God of many names 
                          #174 – Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness 
 

 
Reflection Theme           Sharing in God’s Glory 
 
 

 

Word to Ponder         Gladness 
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June 21, 2026 – Proper 7 

 
Sherwin Xie reading 
 
Scriptures           Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 – Refrain #1 

O Lord my God with all my heart  
To you I will give praise 

 
                             Romans 6:1b-11 
 

 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
 
                          #732 – O day of peace that dimly shines 
                          #736 – For the healing of the nations 
                          #740 – Make me a channel of your peace 
  

 

Reflection Theme            Dealing with Hate 

 
 

Word to Ponder              Hate  
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June 28, 2026 – Proper 8 

 
Ryan Clarke reading 
 
Scriptures          Psalm 13 – Refrain #1  

Be still my soul: 
the Lord is here beside me. 

 
                             Romans 6:12-23 
 
 
 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
 
                          #6 – How long will you forget me, Lord 
                          #364 – Approach, my soul, the mercy-seat 
                          #368 – Let Christian faith and hope dispel 
  
 

Reflection Theme             The Power of Sin 
 

 

Word to Ponder                Sin 
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July 5, 2026 – Proper 9  

Celebrating Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table 

 

Lynn Dookie reading 
 
Scriptures            Psalm 145:8-14 – Refrain #1  

O gracious God, you open your hand 
and feed us from the storehouse of your grace. 

 
                               Romans 7:15-25a 
 
 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                          —— - At my table 
                         #530 – I come with joy 
                         #555 – Worship the Lord 
 
 

Reflection Theme          The Struggle with Sin 

 

 

Word to Ponder            Gracious 
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July 12, 2026 – Proper 10 
 

Victoria Campbell reading 
 
Scriptures           Psalm 65:9-13 – Refrain #1 

For the fruits of all creation, 
thanks be to God 

 
                              Romans 8:1-11 
 

 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
 
                          #38 – Praise is your right, O God, in Zion 
                          #352 – And can it be that I should gain 
                          #708 – When Israel was in Egypt land 
 
 
Reflection Theme           Watered by the Spirit 
 

 
Word to Ponder              Watered 
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July 19, 2026 – Proper 11 
 

Sherwin Xie reading 
 
Scriptures             Psalm 139:1-12 – Refrain #1 

I praise you for I am wonderfully made. 
 

                                Romans 8:12-25 
 

 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
 
                          #101 – You are before me, Lord 
                          #592 – I, the Lord of sea and sky 
                          #—— - This little light of mine 
 

 
Reflection Theme               The Spirit of Adoption 
 
 
Word to Ponder                  Light 
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July 26, 2026 – Proper 12 
 

Ryan Clarke reading 
 
Scriptures              Psalm 119:129-136 – Refrain #1 

Open our eyes that we may see the wonders of your law. 
 

                                 Romans 8:26-39 
 

 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
 
                          #80 – Teach me, O Lord, your way of truth 
                          #376 – Lord, the light of your love is shining 
                          #727 – Let there be light 
 
 
Reflection Theme       Enlightening Companionship 
 

 
Word to Ponder          Glorified 
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August 2, 2026 – Proper 13 
Celebrating Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table 
 
Lynn Dookie is reading 
 
Scriptures              Psalm 17:1-7,15 

Within the shelter of your arm keep me. 
O keep me sage from harm. 

 
                                Romans 9:1-5 
 

 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                          —— - At my table 
                         #530 – I come with joy 
                         #555 – Worship the Lord 
 

 
Reflection Theme              God’s People 
 
 
Word to Ponder                  Awakening 
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August 9, 2026 – Proper 14 
 

Victoria Campbell reading 
 
Scriptures               Psalm 85:8-13 – Refrain #1 

God of our saving health and peace,  
turn us and us restore. 

 

 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                         #728 – The storm is strong, we face the wind 
                         #312 – Mother God, you gave me birth 
                         #759 – In loving partnership 
 
 
 
Reflection Theme           Bringing God’s News    
 

 
Word to Ponder              Peace  
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August 16, 2026 – Proper 15 
 

Sherwin Xie reading 
 
Scriptures              Psalm 133 – Refrain #1  

Joy abounds where love fills our dwelling,  
tears and laughter bind us all as one. 

 
                                 Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 
 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                         #93 – Oh look and wonder 
                         #828 – You are holy, you are whole 
                         #462 – All my hope on God is founded 
  

 
Reflection Theme             No Rejection 
 

 
Words to Ponder              Living Together                  
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August 23 – Proper 16 
 

Ryan Clarke reading 
 
Scriptures               Psalm 124 – Refrain #1 

Our help is in the name of God the Lord. 
 

                                  Romans 12:1-8 
 

 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                         #85 – Now Israel may say 
                         #589 – God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian 
                         #763 – To show by touch and word 
  
 
Reflection Theme           Many Members of One Body 
 

 
Word to Ponder              Transformed 
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August 30 – Proper 17 
 

Victoria Campbell reading 
 
Scriptures                Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26 – Refrain #1 

Praise the Lord, God’s mercies trace, Alleluia! 
Praise this providence and grace, Alleluia! 

 
                                  Romans 12:9-21 
 
 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                         #153 – Joy to the world 
                         #410 – Joyful, joyful we adore you 
                         #366 – Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts 
  

 
Reflection Theme             The Dynamics of Joy 
 

 
Word to Ponder                Rejoice 
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September 6, 2026 – Proper 18 
Celebrating Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table 
 
Lynn Dookie reading 
 
Scriptures               Psalm 149 – Refrain #2 

Come, let us sing to the Lord our song,  
to joyfully thank God for our days. 

 
                                  Romans 13:8-14 
 

 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                          —— - At my table 
                         #530 – I come with joy 
                         #555 – Worship the Lord 
  

 
Reflection Theme           The Key Summation 
 
 
Word to Ponder              Dancing 
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September 13, 2026 – Proper 19 
 

Victoria Campbell reading 
 
Scriptures               Psalm 114 – Refrain #1  

God has brought forth Israel  
into joy from sadness. 

 
                                  Romans 14:1-12 
 
 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                         #74 – When Israel fled from Egypt land 
                         #630 - When we are living 
                         #674 – In the bulb there is a flower 
  

 
Reflection Theme            Weak in Faith 
 

 
Word to Ponder                Welcome 
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September 20 – Proper 20 
 

Sherwin Xie reading 
 
Scriptures               Psalm 105:1-6, 32-45 – Refrain #2 

Sing to God, sing praises,  
sing praises, sing praises to the Lord. 

 
                                  Philippians 1:21-30 
 
 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                         #679 – God, when I stand 
                         #675 – Precious Lord, take my hand 
                         #670 – Amazing grace 
  

 
Reflection Theme         Progress and Joy in Faith     
 

 
Word to Ponder           Remember 
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September 27 – Proper 21 
 

Ryan Clarke reading 
 
Scriptures               Psalm 75:1-4, 12-16 – Refrain #2 for Psalm 72 

In that day shall peace and justice flourish 
 

                                  Philippians 2:1-13 
 

 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                         #680 – Christ, of all my hopes the ground 
                         #658 – By gracious powers so wonderfully sheltered 
                         #655 – Give me oil in my lamp 
  
 
Reflection Theme            Imitating Christ 
 

 
Word to Ponder               Teaching 
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October 4, 2026 – Proper 22 
Celebrating Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table 
World-Wide Communion Sunday 
 

Lynn Dookie reading 
 
Scriptures             Psalm 19 – Refrain #1 

The law of God is just, the Lord’s decrees are sure,  
the precepts of the Lord are right, God’s laws endure. 

              
                               Philippians 3:4b-14                         
 
 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                          —— - At my table 
                         #530 – I come with joy 
                         #555 – Worship the Lord 
  
 
Reflection Theme      Beloved by Christ 
 

 
Word to Ponder          Insolence 
                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



30 
 

 

 
October 11, 2026 – Proper 23 
Thanksgiving Sunday 
 
Victoria Campbell is reading 
 
Scriptures             Psalm 65 – Refrain #1 

For the fruits of all creation, thanks be to God.  
 

                               Philippians 4:1-9 
 
 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                         #803 – Come, ye thankful people, come 
                         #806 – To bless the earth 
                         #802 – For the fruits of all creation 
  

 
Reflection Theme            Standing Firm in Gratitude 
 

 
Word to Ponder               Thanksgiving 
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October 18, 2026 – Proper 24 
 

Sherwin Xie is reading 
 
Scriptures             Psalm 99 – Refrain #1 

‘Holy, holy, holy!’ hear the hymn ascending,  
Angels, saints their voices blending. 

 
                                1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                         #638 – Take time to be holy 
                         #778 – Lord, you give the great commission 
                         #449 – Lord, listen to your people praying 
  

 
Reflection Theme         Praying for Each Other 
 

 
Word to Ponder            Holiness 
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October 25, 2026 – Proper 25 
 

Ryan Clarke reading 
 
Scriptures               Psalm 1 – Refrain #1 

Like a tree that’s planted by the water,  
we shall not be moved. 

 
                                  1 Thessalonians: 2:1-8 
 
 

 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                         #1 – How blest are they, who, fearing God 
                         #476 – Amigos de Cristo/Friends of the Lord  
                         #563 – Let us talents and tongues employ 
  

 
Reflection Theme            Full Flourishing 
 
 
Word to Ponder               Flourishing 
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November 1, 2026 – Proper 26 
All Saints Sunday 
Celebrating Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table 
 

Lynn Dookie is reading 
 
Scriptures            Psalm 34:1-10, 22 – Refrain #1  

Taste and see that God is good;  
Blessed are those that trust the Lord. 

 
                               1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 
 
 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                          —— - At my table 
                         #530 – I come with joy 
                         #555 – Worship the Lord 
  
 
Reflection Theme         Raised in Christ 
 

 
Word to Ponder            Radiance 
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November 8, 2026 – Proper 27 
Remembrance Sunday 
 
Victoria Campbell is reading 
 
Scriptures             Psalm 78:1-7 – Refrain #1 

Each you generation lifts voices in praise,  
how good your creation, how gracious your ways. 

 
                                1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
 
 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                         #800 – O Canada 
                         #726 – May the God of hope go with us every day 
                         #801 – From ocean unto ocean 
  
 
Reflection Theme            With the Lord Forever 
 

 
Word to Ponder              Wonders 
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November 15, 2026 – Proper 28 
 

Sherwin Xie is reading 
 
Scriptures            Psalm 123 – Refrain #1 

Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy,  
Lord, have mercy. 

 
                               1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 
 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                         #701 – Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost 
                         #695 – Although I speak with angel’s tongue 
                         #386 – Come down, O Love divine 
  

 
Reflection Theme          Awake to Love, Hope, and Faith 
 

 
Word to Ponder             Mercy 
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November 22, 2026 – Reign of Christ Sunday 
 

Ryan Clarke is reading 
 
Scriptures           Psalm 100 – Refrain #1 

All people that on earth do dwell,  
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice. 

 
                             Ephesians 1:15-23 
 
 
Hymns             Opening Chorus     #476 – Refrain of Amigos de Cristo 
                           
                         #65 – All people that on earth do dwell 
                         #272 – Christ is King! 
                         #273 – Jesus, our mighty Lord 
  

 
Reflection Theme          Formed by God’s Steadfast Love 
 

 
Word to Ponder             Reign 
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Bible Study at Brentwood 
 
Our weekly bible studies happen on Saturday mornings from 11am -12pm.  We 
gather on Zoom for an hour to consider together the passages that will form the 
focus of our Sunday morning worshiping the following day. 
 

 
We’ve designated these conversations the Shakla Vetarya Gatherings, using the 
Aramaic phrase that indicates a spirited dialogue of give and take through which 
the Spirit of our Creator’s Christ, Jesus of Nazareth, inspires and instructs in 
walking the path of the gospel message of forgiving and reconciling love for the 
whole world.  Aramaic was the language that Jesus spoke.   
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Though we don’t follow it rigorously (it’s not meant to be), we are guided by an 
approach to bible study developed by the Rev Dr Elisabeth R Jones based on the 
Jewish tradition of midrash.  Here is Elisabeth’s summary of that process of 
discerning dialogue. 
 

Midrash: A Way of “Turning” a Biblical Text  
  
You know how when you turn a cut-diamond to catch the light, different facets of 
the same diamond refract the same light differently, so you see many colours of 
the spectrum? This metaphor may be what the second century Rabbi Ben Bag Bag 
had in mind when he encouraged people to take any Biblical text and “Turn it, and 
turn it, for everything is in it. Reflect and grow old and grey with it.”   
  
This way of turning sacred texts this way and that, so that God’s light catches the 
text in different ways, depending on changing contexts and circumstances, is as 
old as the Bible itself, where we find younger texts (for example Paul’s letters or 
the Gospels) which ‘turn’ an older text (e.g. from the prophets or psalms), to show 
how they can be reinterpreted in light of new contexts for God’s people. The 
process of turning a text is known as “midrash” (from the Hebrew verb ׁש ַָּרַָּ  ד 
darash, which means to search, probe, ponder, seek). While individuals can turn 
texts, the process is far livelier – and far more likely to transform the way we live 
our faith − when done in community.   
  
Midrash as an interpretive process is deeply rooted in the Jewish tradition and 
continues to this day. One contemporary Rabbi has described the process as  
   
“reading the Bible with question marks”, not just as an intellectual activity but as a 
“personal journey” in which we can “glimpse the light of old souls” who saw the 
Holy in the words of Scripture, but also “to find that light within our own souls” 
and lives.   
  
Some Christians may worry that this is not “the way” to study a Biblical text; we’ve 
become used to thinking one text means one thing, as if it were some sort of 
mathematical equation.  However, Jesus was a master “darshan” (one who turns a 
text), as you can see so many times when he turns an ancient text (like 
Deuteronomy 6) to bring new light to bear on its meaning, as it meets the present 
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circumstance (See Matthew 22:34-40). In similar fashion we see Peter 
“midrashing” the prophet Joel to bring light to the resurrection, when he preaches 
to the crowd at Pentecost (Acts 2), and Paul sees Isaiah’s description of holy 
mystery as the best way to describe the apparent folly of faith in the crucified Lord 
of glory (1 Cor 2:9;16), Jesus Christ.  
  
A Christian Midrashic Method  
 
This simple way of using a “midrashic approach” to Bible study has been 
developed over the past eleven years in the Christian community of faith of Cedar 
Park United in Pointe Claire, QC. It’s a five-finger process:  
  

 
 
1.  Reading/Marking the text  
Hear it first (listening is how most people have encountered Scripture).  Next, print 
off or mark up the text- with any of YOUR reactions, questions, shocks, surprises. 
Note repetitions, odd words, gaps (what’s missing?)  
  
2.  Minding the Gaps  
Share everyone’s “gaps” (discovered while marking the text).  (DON’T answer the 
questions yet, let them fill the room!)  Identify the key or pressing ones.  Be ready 
to use commentaries, online resources, and human wisdom.   
  
3.  Texturing the Text (Putting the text into its biblical context.)   
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Who wrote it, when, for whom? Who shared it? Who passed it on?  What layers 
are added now that the text has come to us?  
  
4.  Follow the White Rabbit (a reference to Lewis Carrol’s Adventures in  
Wonderland; Alice followed the rabbit, and entered a world both recognizable and 
strange).  Some element(s) of a text just beg to be followed; go there!  Look things 
up, and see how this particular point intersects with your own life.  
  
5.  Re-telling the Tale  
When Scripture re-writes us, we get to re-tell it!  How would you re-tell this text? 
(As artist, poet, pray-er, preacher, person of faith?)  Share others’ re-tellings of this 
text (e.g. Songs, art, or contemporary re-tellings, e.g. Godspell, etc.)  
   
The Rev Dr Elisabeth R Jones studied and taught at Vancouver School of Theology, 
was Director of Studies at United Theological College in Montreal and completed 
her Doctor of Ministry degree at Luther Seminary with a project on using midrash 
to help people engage the Scriptures in ways that transform their lives.  She has 
recently retired from Cedar Park United Church in Pointe-Claire, PQ.  The book she 
has written on midrash will be published in 2026 by Fortress Press.      
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